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Humans injected with/p
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.‘1 ”“_’r ! :]radlatton biology and biophysics at the

Strong Memonal Hospital was oie - :University, said the experiment was
of four hospitals that took part in a !io determine how much of the poison--

~ seeret government project toward the ious radioactive substance .workers in ‘" d

end of World War I, in which |a power plant’could withstand. S
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rescarchers injeclted about 18 people

_ The Manhattan District Corps ‘of -
with hcavy bul non-lethal duses of ’ -

ngincers Project — code name for

what: they were being given, a Uni-
vprsnly ol Rochester professor con- _ htomic bomb — sponsured the tests at
lirmed yesterday. .

~

o ] have mixed feelings sbout the

. ) '“‘ °
: d .y i ' | experiment and 1 know Lt would be
. aT r Oﬁ . regarded as an unethical experiment
RS e g ! loday,” Bale said. “Bul It seemed to
~ S

plutonium.” i) servea useful purpose at the time and

The justification for the project, e
said, was Lhal Americans {eared the’
Germans would “‘develop and explo:dt’
an atomic bomb before we did." <ot ] \é

The U.S. nceded to know, he saidj) were given “trace amolints of radio-
what effects * plutonium would -_hj:'iﬂ'\' active plutonium™ at~§Lmng during
when 2bsorbed by the body. - ;4. . wartime project. e o

swe . had to delermine,” ba *said, | He said the univerity believed the

ﬁ“{irh‘bﬂwr or not and how [ast plutont- | patients knew they were part of a
“um would be absorbed.or. excreted ! sctentific investigation and “we also
from the pastro-intestinal system. ' 2::“::; the Dalfeht-s‘ 'voluntanly‘. con.
L wThe primary alm was to protect Ag far 08 we ©

© . ‘amencan warkers working with plu-: .
: Lt : was no adverso effect on Lhe patients
i . toruum. 1t was essentially a manufac- Noaith a3 # result of the studies.” -

i turers’ hygicne experiment,” connect: "7 e 1a cubjects In th :
ed with atomic bomb production, Bale - subjec e experi.
said. - o Do
“owhat we found out fs that the
_substance is not excreted rapidly and
thal in some dosgs it becomes carcin

" ogenie (cancerous)”. ' . . .
' ,gBut this finding, he said, hed al- tevelopment Admmi‘sllrnlqun said

ey been confirmed in experiments SSierday.

we were in the middie of a war."”

ninally i1l at the time,

BRI ST ;..;\.‘I._",:-,,;_h'_'._._f.,:-; M
Y : , _ the Universfty of Chicage, the’ Univer-
plutonium.” The subjects weren't told “Jhe government's secrel and success. . sity Hospjtal at: the .:.Uﬂwgrsnyu_i'af g

ul elfort to develop the world's first . California: in- San amiscg .and:at, 3
.governrpent. hospital .in.Gak . Iidge,
g and pt the Billings Hospitals at © Tean,;} . " - ; R

Z Milion Lederman, a University of
Rochester Medical Cenler spokesman, |
said, in 8 stalement that 11 palients
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the leg, below -the knee, about 48,

. hours before the leg was amputated at.,
" the knee becausé of existing cancer. . -
. The agency's fatt sheet, on the

exp_e'rlmenlal}-lnjeclions gald that

o
Dre W . .
‘cmmissioned as’ a-researcher for the. .
i*:related ‘atomic Energy Project at the
"%/ ¢ university, said-a team of three phy-

tomtc})omb pfOied\ - sicans ‘and nurses al Strong adminis- :
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", tered. the plutonium tests on “'about:a: L
¥ dozen people who were supposed . to:
. have a short life expectancy.” - i '
::The test . .
“eome voluntarily to s projoct dnd its
_{s -my. impression they did nol -know
s e B i . they “were being treated -with
L{' One of the subjects, 8 black man, -k PR Th oy
now living in Texas, was the only one - e
to get the maximum dose, Livermar..
‘said. He said the man way Injected in’

R
subjects,- he said, 'did nol:,
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i seven people who received them lived o

‘| less than one year afterwards; three !
" lived between one .and three years;
* two between 14 and 20 years; one 28

. .iyears, and the late of two is

an determine, there ™

nent nationwide were considered Ler-

, Three of the subjects tested nation.  :.
4de sre alive today, Dr. James
_dverman of the energy Research and

©. 'with animals. N ESRIEY e
" ." While ‘the dosés glven the patients
“.ranged from about :two to more/then |
LR . the nrecent permissible !

.y unknown, . .. AU T DU
| Thirteen of the human guinea pigs -

| ware men and five were women; 15. .-

* were whites and three were blacks;
" and most were middle-aged adulls,

, although the age span ranged {from 4 ..
1o 65, the fact sheel sald. o
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